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NATIONAL SEAT CHECK SATURDAY
SAMPLE PRE-EVENT PRESS RELEASE

Note:  Before filling in the names of the organization and organization spokesperson, you MUST contact them to obtain their permission to use their names in this press release; and you must get their approval for the language used in their quotes.  Please accommodate any changes or additions they may require before distributing this release to the media and public.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  [Date]
CONTACT:  [Name, phone number, E-mail]
Free Car Seat Safety Event This Saturday
Certified Technicians in [local community] Will Check Car Seats and Teach Car Seat Safety on 
National Seat Check Saturday
[Local Dateline]—[Organization] announced today that certified Child Passenger Safety Technicians will be offering free car seat inspections and education to parents and caregivers on Saturday, September 24, beginning at [time] at [location]. The event is part of National Seat Check Saturday, and will also include lessons on how to choose the right car seats for children, install and use them correctly, and register the seats so parents and caregivers will be notified if there is a recall. 

“Car seats, booster seats, and seat belts are often used incorrectly,” said [Spokesperson], “and every 33 seconds in 2014, one child under 13 was involved in a crash. No parent wants to ever get it wrong when it comes to a child’s safety. That’s why we’re hosting this consumer education event on National Seat Check Saturday. Parents can come out and know for sure that their kids are secure in their car seats.”  

Motor vehicle crashes are a leading killer of children, and the latest research from the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) shows that 59 percent of car seats are misused. [He/She] added that using age- and size-appropriate car seats and installing them correctly is one of the best ways to reduce these deaths. “More than one-third of children 12 and younger who died in crashes in 2014 were unbuckled. Many of those kids could have survived if they had been buckled.” 

National Seat Check Saturday is part of Child Passenger Safety Week, which runs from September 18 to 24. The week is dedicated to teaching parents and caregivers about the importance of correct installation and use of car seats, booster seats, and seat belts. Parents will also be reminded of the importance of registering car seats with the manufacturer so they can be notified in the event of a recall.

NHTSA recommends keeping children rear-facing as long as possible up to the top height or weight allowed by their particular seats. Once a child outgrows the rear-facing car seat, he/she is ready to travel in a forward-facing car seat with a harness. After outgrowing the forward-facing car seat, a child should be placed in a booster seat until big enough to fit seat belts properly without help from a booster seat. The safest place for all kids under 13 is in the back seats of cars. 

[Local community]’s National Seat Check Saturday event is being held at [location] from [time] to [time]. All parents and caregivers are invited to attend this free event.
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