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MANUFACTURER-CONSUMER PUBLICATIONS 
New 5-Star Ratings Mean Safer Cars 
It’s simple: More Stars mean Safer Cars. Thanks to the newly enhanced 5-Star Safety Ratings System, selecting the safest car for you and your family just got easier. 
Beginning with Model Year 2011, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) will roll out an enhanced 5-Star Safety Ratings System that incorporates more extensive and rigorous crash tests. For the first time, the ratings will include an Overall Vehicle Score, making it easier for consumers to compare vehicles.
The score is a combination of a frontal crash test, side crash tests, and rollover tests. Additional improvements to the program include: side pole testing, using different sized test dummies, collecting more crash data, and highlighting new high-tech crash avoidance features such as Electronic Stability Control (ESC), Lane Departure Warning (LDW), and Forward Collision Warning (FCW).
Ratings range from 1 to 5 stars, with 5 representing the safest vehicles. NHTSA will rate 55 of the most popular and technologically advanced 2011 models on the market. Your vehicle of choice may not be selected to be rated; however, all vehicles sold in the U.S. are required to meet Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards.
Because the new and old ratings programs are based on different test conditions, different test dummies, and different injury criteria, never compare star ratings from the old and new systems to each other.  Safety ratings for Model Year 2010 and prior vehicles cannot be compared to those of a Model Year 2011 vehicle.  Still, it is important to remember that both the old and new ratings systems can help you determine the relative safety of a vehicle, and provide information to help with your purchasing decisions—as long as you limit comparisons to vehicles rated under the same ratings system.  

To learn more about the new 5-Star Ratings, auto recalls, and passenger safety, visit SaferCar.gov. Safety starts here.

MANUFACTURER-DEALER COMMUNICATIONS 
SaferCar.gov: Your Resource for Promoting New 5-Star Ratings 
Safety Sells: What the New 5-Star Ratings Mean to You
NHTSA to Rate [# Manufacturer] Models Under Enhanced 5-Star System
Online Tools Available to Promote New 5-Star Safety Ratings
Did you know that NHTSA has implemented an enhanced 5-Star Safety Ratings System for 2011 models and beyond? If not, you should. Next to price, safety is one of the primary factors affecting most car-buying decisions. 
Explore the Manufacturer Toolkit at SaferCar.gov and with just a few simple clicks you can arm yourself with the tools needed to educate consumers about changes to the 5-Star System. The toolkit features downloadable factsheets, logos, auto decals, and ideas for promoting the new ratings online, in the dealership, and at events.  Safety sells, so visit SaferCar.gov today. [# Manufacturer Models will be evaluated under this new system]
